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Consents to Boundaries

1. Introduction

Where a surveyed boundary abuts land controlled by a prescribed authority it may be
necessary to obtain the authority’s consent to the boundary definition. Following, is a list of
consenting authorities.

{ Waterways Authority (Marine Ministerial Holding Corporation)

() State Rail Authority

0 The Surveyor-General on behalf of the Minister of Land and Water Conservation
¢ Sydney City Council and South Sydney City Council

¢ Crown Lands Service (District Office)

Z. Tidal waters (Mean High Water)

Approvals to boundaries defined by tidal waters are required as follows:

2.1 Botany Bay, Port Jackson, Port Hunter, Port Kembla

The boundary to the title for Botany Bay, Port Jackson, Port Hunter and Port Kembla for
which the Marine Ministerial Holding Corporation is responsible is defined by mean high
water mark. All plans of survey defining the mean high water mark require the corporations
consent.

Requests for consent should be forwarded to
Waterways Authority
Survey Manager
James Craig Road
Rozelle Bay NSW 2039
Telephone: (02) 9563 8836 Fax (02) 9563 8500

Approval is not required where a boundary is defined in a plan on public record by a
monument such as a seawall or a limit line for reclamation. An article appeared in the
February 1991 edition of Azimuth in regard to this matter.

2.2 Tidal lakes

There is no available evidence to suggest that any lake in New South Wales is tidal. The
following lagoons and lakes have been deemed to be non-tidal by court decisions.

{ Narrabeen Lagoon (State Report Vol.45 page.321)
¢ Dee Why Lagoon (Commonwealth Law Report Vol.10 page.341)
¢ Lake Illawarra (State Report Vol.21 page 408). The court ruling affects part of the

lake and a tributary
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{ Glenrock Lagoon (State Report Vol.5 page 157)
2.3 All other tidal waters

The mean high water mark boundaries to all other tidal waters in New South Wales are
administered by of the Minister for Land and Water Conservation through the Surveyor
General whose consent is required in accordance with clause 57 Surveyors (Practice)
Regulation 1996.

Inquiries should be directed to
The Manager, Status Branch
Department of Conservation and Land Management
23-33 Bridge Street,
Sydney NSW 2001
Telephone (02) 2286111 Fax (02) 2286183

In seeking the Surveyor Generals approval to the redefinition of a boundary defined by mean
high water mark, a surveyor must submit a report detailing the circumstances of any change.
Where the definition has been previously approved, a plan will be accepted without further
approval provided a statement is endorsed on the face of the plan as follows,

"The location of the existing mean high water mark as shown hereon is
substantially the same as that shown in D.P. .......... (or C1234.2030)".

Note: The plan referred to must be a plan in which the definition of Mean High Water Mark
has been previously approved.

3. Non-tidal waters

Boundaries to non-tidal lakes or lagoons are defined by the bank at the time of alienation. In
this regard, as the doctrine of accretion does not apply and is deemed never to have applied to
a non-tidal lake or lagoon, the surveyor should adopt the original line of the bank. (see s.172
Crown Lands Act 1989)

In any case, where the original line cannot be reproduced with certainty, the approval of the
Crown Lands Service to the definition in the plan, is required. See 2.3
4.  Landward boundaries of Crown Reservations

The definition of the landward boundary of any existing reservation fronting tidal waters

which has not previously been surveyed must, upon redefinition or subdivision, be approved
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