
 
 

APPLICATION FOR WATER 
BOUNDARY DETERMINATION 

 
This form is to be completed by a Registered Surveyor acting on behalf of the freehold land owner. 
 
Surveyor’s Details 

Name of Surveyor:  

Business Name:  

Business Address:  

Contact Numbers: Ph: Fax: 

 Mobile: Email:  

Instructed by:   
 
Property Details 

Lot identifier:  

Street Address:  

Topographical Map Reference and details:   

Name of Waterway:  

Is the water body tidal?  Yes   No    

Is the site in the NSW Coastal Zone? Yes   No    
 
Search Information Provided 
Copy of the original grant to establish extent of 
title. Yes    N/A   

Copy of the current title. Yes    N/A   

Copies of all DP’s used to define the water 
boundary. Partial copies not acceptable.  Yes    N/A   

Copies of any unregistered plans and/or other 
documents which support or assist the 
definition. 

Yes   No   N/A   

 
Public Authority Searches 

SCIMS Search (incl. RL’s) Yes   No   N/A   
AHD Level of MHWM incl. source i.e. 
Manly Hydraulics Laboratory; Tidal Analysis & 
Tidal Gradients;  

Yes   No   N/A   

Local Council (re Public Access) Yes   No   N/A   

Other, please identify:  Yes   No   N/A   
 
 
 



 
 
 
Surveyor’s Report 

Report describing the method used to determine the boundary. The report should include, 
as appropriate : 

• Basis and method of determining the location of the MHWM or bank. 

• Details of any differences between the observed location of the present MHWM or 
bank and previous definition/s. Provide considered qualified reasons for the 
difference (eg. erosion / accretion / error in prior survey, flood or reclamation). 

• Position of all improvements relative to boundary as shown on plan. 

• Information and/or statutory declarations from eye witnesses (e.g. long term 
residents). 

• Professional Advice or evidence (e.g. land / estuary studies, geotechnical evidence, 
soil/bore hole samples, etc). 

• Description of the land and land use. (e.g. whether natural, developed or affected by 
man). 

• Provide photographs – current and historical. Terrestrial and aerial if appropriate 
with boundary superimposed. 

• Provide (a) survey geometry file (dwg or dxf); (b) aerial images with present and 
previous survey overlays. 

 
Modified Doctrine of Accretion (for sites within NSW Coastal Zone Only) 
Is the area of land landward of the MHWM 
greater than by prior determination? Yes   No   N/A   

Is the new MHWM definition indefinitely 
sustainable by natural means? Yes   No   N/A   

Is Public Access likely to be restricted or 
denied? Yes   No   N/A   

Copy of Field notes (relating to the 
measurement of the MHWM)? Yes   No   N/A   

Fees 

Deposit fee of $275.00 is to be paid on application.    

On completion of investigation by the Department, if more than a basic investigation is 
involved, the fee will be $850.00 in total.  
Survey Plans 

Please provide three (3) signed and dated copies of the plan and the electronic files 
requested above on CD.  The paper used must be: 

• white and free from defects, blemishes and discolouration 
• not less than 90 gsm (grams per square metre) in weight for plan drawing sheets 

Signed by 
Registered 
Surveyor: 

 

Registration 
Number:  

Date:  
Please complete this form and return with supporting documentation and post to the 
General Manager, Crown Lands Division, Department of Lands, PO Box 2185, Dangar, 
NSW 2309.  
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